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I
n my column in the Fall 2009 RoofLines, I discussed the completion of 

HFHWR’s Cherry Street project and indicated we were seeking a new 

site for 2010. I am happy to announce that we have purchased a parcel 

of land on Howe Drive, near the intersection of Westmount and Ottawa in 

Kitchener, that will serve us not only this year but through 2012. There is 

more information in this issue, and I encourage you to read it. 

This year we have welcomed three new members to our Board of 

Directors. Seth Jutzi, a lawyer with Sorbara, Schumacher, McCann LLP, 

Martin Kern, a Partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers, and Larry Kotseff, 

V-P of Fusion Homes, are lending their expertise, and we feel very 

fortunate to have them join us.  

Let me take this opportunity to offer my thanks to the entire Board. 

Your insight and commitment have helped us extend our outreach to 

families in the community. I must also acknowledge Sarah Hadley, Gary 

Haffner and Diana Vangelisti, who have left the Board table but not the 

Habitat family. We thank each for their support and guidance. They 

have inspired me and the Board, and they have left very big shoes to fill.

Speaking of being inspired, without the foresight and leadership of 

extremely generous organizations and local families, HFHWR could 

not conduct a viable homebuilding program. Thank you to Manulife 

Financial, the Kerr Family and Coldwell Banker Peter Benninger for 

making a leading financial commitment to us. We take pride in knowing 

that you regard your investment with Habitat for Humanity as having 

significant benefit to the community. We’ve also been grateful to receive 

assistance from many other supporters as well. 

The Board has now begun a strategic planning process to set a direction 

that will help us satisfy the pressing needs of families for affordable housing 

while ensuring that we continue to grow. We are confident that as we move 

forward, HFHWR will be a model for other charitable organizations.

As we enjoy the longer days of Spring, we realize that the 2010 build 

season is upon us. I look forward to seeing you at the Howe Drive site, 

where friends will gather to enable hardworking local families to achieve 

their dreams. 



We’re Set to Build in 2010!
We’re eager to start building at our new location, 23 Howe Drive in Kitchener, 

in the Westmont-Ottawa area. We will be building a 16-unit two-storey 
townhouse condominium complex, composed of three blocks – see page 5.  

We’ll launch the project by building five units in Block A.

2010  BU ILD   SCHEDULE  ( tentat ive )
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food donations 
invited

Lunch and two snacks are needed daily  
(June - Dec.) for approximately 10-50 

volunteers. Physical activity and fresh air 
increase appetites!

Donations of any size are welcome. Food 
items can be dropped off at the site. We will 
look after set-up and serving. The site has a 
small kitchen with running water, electricity, 
refrigerator, freezer, microwave, convection 

oven and serving utensils. A BBQ is available. 
Donors may stay and serve (if desired), visit,  

and check out the build progress.

WHO CAN DONATE? 
Individuals, families, schools, groups, restau-
rants, churches, corporations, market stores...

WHAT CAN I DONATE? 
Lunches, salads, snacks, vegetables,  

fruit, juices.

Contact HFHWR’s Food Services Coordinator,  
Dorothy Duxbury. Phone 519 884-4740 or  

e-mail duxmaye@hotmail.com.

Celebrating Cherry Street’s Success 
and Our Volunteers!
Thanks to HFHWR’s many volunteers, today 100 parents and children can now 
proudly call 170 Cherry Street HOME. From 2006 to 2009, 9,975 volunteers 
donated 69,825 hours of their time to build the impressive 19-home condo-
minium complex in downtown Kitchener. We must also thank our food donors 
who gave so generously to feed the build volunteers. As well, we acknowledge 
the important support of these organizations: Gold Roast Coffee, Nestle Waters 
of Canada, Loblaw’s (soft drinks), Victoria Bowling Lanes (parking), ReadyBake 
Foods (snacks) and Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 50 (parking). Our gratitude  
is deep, and our respect for your efforts is profound. Thank you!

SITE PREPARATION (May – June) 
We Need 5 – 10 Volunteers DAILY.

• Grading: Cut high areas, fill low areas
• Build emergency access road across site
• �Replace part of soil under foundation of future buildings
• Install water, sanitary and storm systems
• Build curbs and sidewalks
• �Set up hospitality area, office, washrooms, etc.

PRE- BUILD (June – July) 
We Need 10 – 25 Volunteers DAILY.

• �Pour foundation footings and foundation walls
• Install under slab plumbing and electrical
• Prepare and pour basement floors
• Install first floor deck
• �Place foundation drainage and waterproof walls
• Backfill foundation walls

Other Opportunities on Site

Team Leaders: People with some knowledge of construction tools, and a willingness to learn 
and to lead a small crew of volunteers daily.

Tool Storage Organizer and Site Clean-up Person: A person to organize tool trailers, sort 
and bag recyclables, and keep site clean and free of debris (flexible hours).

Site Services/Hospitality Providers: People to set up lunch and snacks daily, occasionally 
prepare lunch on site, stock fridge, keep hospitality area clean and free of debris (flexible hours)

Visit our web site in June for instructions on how to register as a Volunteer:  
www.hfhwr.ca, or contact Leonor Weaver, Development Associate – Volunteers. 

Phone 519 747-0664, ext. 23; e-mail vc@hfhwr.ca.

Volunteer News & Announcements

• Framing walls

• Framing roof 

• Electrical 

• Plumbing

• Heating 

• Insulation

• Drywall

• Painting 

• Site cleanup

• �Vinyl and laminate flooring installation

• �Finishing – window and door trim

• �Vinyl siding installation

BUILD (August – December) 
We Need 40 – 50 Volunteers DAILY.
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F
or almost two full years, while 

Habitat for Humanity Waterloo 

Region’s highly successful 

19-unit Cherry Street condominium 

project was nearing completion, 

HFHWR Executive Director Ken 

Freeman was busy searching the 

community for a new parcel of land 

that would meet three key criteria. 

Like Cherry Street, it would have to 

meet the needs of multiple partnership 

families, reflect prudent stewardship of 

our financial resources, and enable us 

to assist Waterloo Region and the cities 

in renewing and intensifying the urban 

landscape.

Freeman and Build Manager 

Richard Davison spent much of last 

year evaluating a candidate parcel that 

appeared to fulfil these requirements 

– and negotiating to obtain it from its 

owners. Purchase was approved by the 

Board in October 2009.    

The land chosen is at 23 Howe Drive 

in southwest Kitchener. 

Once on the periphery of 

Kitchener’s burgeoning growth – and 

undeveloped for decades – this site 

will be HFHWR’s project location for 

2010 through 2012. Within three years 

HFHWR will provide simple, decent and 

affordable condominium housing for 16 

area families. 

The project will finish a 

neighbourhood that the City has 

long sought to have completed. That 

neighbourhood is bounded on the 

north by the Expressway, the east by 

Westmount Boulevard, the west by 

Fischer-Hallman Road and the south 

by Ottawa Street. Schools, parks, public 

transportation and all amenities are 

nearby, making the location ideal for 

our partnership families.  

Orchard Design Studio Inc. and 

Meritech Engineering, a top planning 

and design firm, have again donated their 

services. The renderings in this issue are 

products of Orchard’s studio, and portray 

what a block of units may look like (page 

one) and how the site will be laid out 

(facing page).

House Sponsors for the first phase 

of the build – five units in 2010 – are 

Coldwell Banker Peter Benninger Realty, 

the Kerr family, Manulife Financial 

(two units) and one sponsor still to 

be named. Room and garage sponsors 

committed so far are those listed on 

page 5, and more are being invited 

to join. Prospective families are now 

moving through the selection process, 

and those accepted for the project’s 2010 

phase will be announced shortly.  

The HFHWR build team is seeking 

volunteers for pre-build activity and 

for the build itself. See page 3 of this 

issue of RoofLines. If you’d like to help, 

follow the instructions there, or check 

www.hfhwr.ca for online registration 

starting in June.  

To find out how a room – or even 

a house – can be sponsored by your 

company or organization, contact 

HFHWR’s Jerry Lawlor. Phone  

(519) 747-0664, ext. 29 or e-mail 

jlawlor@hfhwr.ca.

JOIN US! The excitement is building!

 New Kitchener Site Will Meet Partnership Families’ Needs
 SI XTEEN CONDO UNITS ARE SLATED FOR HOWE DRIVE

Sign of the Times. L-R: HFHWR’s Ken Freeman and Cristina Vanin, with realtor Tim Ingold and 
Barb and Dianne Detzler, daughters of William Detzler, the original owner of Howe Drive property.
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 New Kitchener Site Will Meet Partnership Families’ Needs
 SI XTEEN CONDO UNITS ARE SLATED FOR HOWE DRIVE

Howe Drive, 
Kitchener

Building 
Homes.
Building 
Hope.

www.hfhwr.ca

Howe Drive site plan, showing three blocks comprising 16 units.

A World of Difference

A much different southwest 

Kitchener is revealed in this 

archival aerial photo at left 

from 1955. Nearly the only 

thing unchanged in the five-

and-a-half decades since then 

is what will be HFHWR’s new 

building site on Howe Drive. 

The street immediately to the 

north is Ottawa, before it was 

realigned to make room for the 

Conestoga Parkway. Heading 

south into the pristine rural 

countryside is the predecessor 

of today’s Westmount Road.

23 HOWE DRIVE 
SPONSORS

List as of March 2010. 

More sponsors to be added.

House Sponsors
($65,000)

Coldwell Banker Peter Benninger

Kerr Family

Manulife Financial (2)

Kitchen Sponsor  
($10,000)

Citi Foundation

Family Room Sponsor 
($10,000)

Citi Foundation

Garage Sponsor  
($2,500)

Cambridge Landscape & Garden

Pano Cap Canada

We thank All House Sponsors and Room 
Sponsors for their generous contributions 
to making the dream of affordable home 

ownership a reality for local families.

For information on sponsorship  
opportunities, please contact Jerry  

Lawlor. Phone 519-747-0664, ext. 29.  
Email: jlawlor@hfhwr.ca










